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name some other person. You will easily conceive that his predecessor was wished for and regretted. Nor will you be surprised that the doubt whether he will again accept should have excited much concern, for you are so per-fectly acquainted with the different characters in America, and with the opinions which prevail respecting them, that you must be convinced, however painful the conviction, that should you decline no man will be chosen whom you would wish to. see in that high office. Believing, then, that the dearest interests of our country are at stake, I beg leave to speak with you freely on this subject.
"No reasonable man can doubt that after a life of glorious labor you must wish for repose ; and it would not be surprising that a wish so natural should, by frequent disappointment, have acquired the force of passion. But is the retirement, in the strict sense of the word, a possible thing? and is the half-retirement which you may attain to more peaceful than public life ? Nay, has it not the dis-advantage of leaving you involved in measures you can neither direct nor control ? Another question suggests itself from another view of the subject. Will you not, when the seat of government is in your neighborhood, enjoy more retirement as President of the United States than as General of the Army. And in the same view, again, another question arises. May not your acceptance be the needful means of fixing the government in that seat? There is a more important consideration. Shall the past treasure of your fame be committed to the uncertainty of events, be exposed to the attempts of envy, and subject to the spoliation of slander ? From envy and slander no retreat is safe but the grave, and you must not yet hide yourself behind that bulwark. As to the in-fluence of events, if there be a human being who may look them fairly in the face, you are the man.orris tells me
